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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
3/19/2007 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims on 3/19/2007 have been considered 
but they are not persuasive. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees with applicant’s assertion on page 1 with the 
remarks ,” loading the catalog such that multiple sound trigger buttons on a 
handset become programmed such that each corresponds to a specific segment 
within the selected catalog”. 

Regarding the above limitation, applicant teaches, "The microcontroller 205 is 
also configured to function in conjunction with the trigger mechanisms 240 and the 
function controls 245. The trigger mechanisms 240 can be switches that allow for 
selection of sound segments from the storage. The selection options may be 
viewable to a user through the display. The trigger mechanisms 240 can be 
dedicated buttons, switches or dials. Alternatively, the trigger mechanisms 240 can be 
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configured to work with established triggers, for example, a keypad or number pad on a 
communications device”. Therefore, trigger buttons can be programmed to each 
corresponds to a sound segment. 

Kovales also teaches (“one or more programmed keys or buttons or a touch 
sensitive screen”, Col. 5, lines 54-64; “phone may be programmed with multiple 
files that may be transmitted”, Col. 6, lines 26-50) trigger buttons on a handset 
become programmed to each correspond to a specific sound segment 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claims 1, 5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter,” 
receive instructions that a particular catalog has been selected”, which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 1-12 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hollstrom in view of Hoisko et al. (hereinafter Hoisko) (U.S. 
2002/0082007) and further in view of Kovales et al. (US 7003083). 

Regarding claim 1, Hollstrom discloses a device for inserting sound segments 
into a voice channel carrying a voice stream of a voice transmission communication 
device (item 27 in Figure 3; Paragraph [0046], line 5), comprising: 

a communications interface configured to establish a voice channel (“mobile telephone” 
Abstract); 

a mixer (item 30, Figure 3; Paragraph [0046], line 3) configured to couple with 
the audio channel (item 29 in Figure 3, Paragraph [0046], line 6), to receive a selected 
sound segment in response to a trigger activation and to inject the selected sound 
segment into the voice channel, the voice channel contemporaneously carrying the 
selected sound segment and voice stream as a single output stream (Paragraph [0013], 
lines 1-10). 

Hollstrom did not teach expressly a client controller structured and arranged to: 
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Store two or more catalogs, each catalog including two or more different sound 
segments, 

Receive instructions that a particular catalog has been selected, and 

Load the catalog such that multiple sound trigger buttons on a handset become 
programmed to each correspond to a specific sound segment within the selected 
catalog; 

a display configured to present a menu associated with two or more different 
sound segments within the selected catalog loaded by the client controller; 

two or more sound trigger buttons adapted to be activated in response to a user 
input (Paragraph [0017], lines 5-1 1), each sound trigger button being configured to 
enable a selection of specific corresponding sound segments within the catalog loaded 
by the client controller for insertion into the voice channel responsive to sound trigger 
button activation during an ongoing communication over the voice channel (Paragraph 
[0017], lines 5-11). 

However, Hoisko teaches in an analogous art, a client controller structured and 
arranged to: 

store two or more catalogs(20a, 20b, ....20n), each catalog including two or more 
sound segments (10a, 10b, ...lOn) (For each effective state (could represent a catalog) 
in the menu directory may also contain several musical compositions; several musical 
compositions are associated with the selected effective state; Paragraph [0019]); 

receive instructions that a particular catalog has been selected (“the user of the 
phone selects in the menu effective state”; Note: For each effective state there 
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corresponds a particular catalog with set of musical compositions, Paragraph 
0017); and 

to load the catalog (“right musical combination is fetched from the directory”, 
Paragraph [0027]); 

a display (“display", Paragraph [0017]) configured to present a menu associated 
with two or more different sound segments within the selected catalog loaded by the 
client controller (browse the menu using the phone’s keypad”, Paragraph [0017]); 

a communications interface configured to establish a voice channel (“cellular 
phone”, Abstract; item 33 in Figure 1) 

a mixer configured to couple with audio channel, to receive a selected sound 
segment within the catalog loaded by the client controller in response activation of the 
sound trigger button and to inject the selected sound segment into the voice channel, 
the voice channel contemporaneously carrying the selected sound segment and voice 
stream as a single output stream (“The voice of the caller is transferred normally on 
an audio channel from the cellular phone of the caller to the phone of the called 
party, and simultaneously with the voice a musical composition describing the 
affective state of the caller is played on a device selected by the called party”, 
Paragraph [0032]); 

two or more sound trigger buttons adapted to be activated in response to a user 
input (Paragraph [0017], lines 5-11),_each sound trigger button being configured to 
enable a selection of specific corresponding sound segments within the catalog loaded 
by the client controller for insertion into the voice channel responsive to sound trigger 
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button activation during an ongoing communication over the voice channel (Paragraph 
[0017], lines 5-11; Paragraph [0018-0019]; user of the phone may select the effective 
state (requires a trigger button) and background music (requires another trigger button), 
Paragraph [0019], lines 26-27; “a cellular phone may be programmed so as to include a 
function ... by pressing a key on the phone”, Paragraph [0025], lines 10-13). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to at the 
time of the invention to have a client controller structured and arranged to: 

Store a catalog of two or more sound segments, 

Receive instructions that a particular catalog has been selected, and 
Load the catalog such that multiple sound trigger buttons on a handset become 
programmed; 

a display configured to present a menu associated with two or more different 
sound segments within the selected catalog loaded by the client controller; 

two or more sound trigger buttons adapted to be activated in response to a user 
input, each sound trigger button being configured to enable a selection of specific 
corresponding sound segments within the catalog loaded by the client controller for 
insertion into the voice channel responsive to sound trigger button activation during an 
ongoing communication over the voice channel. This modification improves the content 
and intelligibility of communication. 

Neither Hollstrom nor Hoisko teaches multiple sound trigger buttons on a 
handset become programmed to each correspond to a specific sound segment within 
the selected catalog and trigger activation during an ongoing communication over the 
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voice channel. However, Kovales teaches in an analogous art, multiple sound trigger 
buttons on a handset become programmed to each correspond to a specific sound 
segment within the selected catalog (“one or more programmed keys or buttons or a 
touch sensitive screen”, Col. 5, lines 54-64; “phone may be programmed with 
multiple file”, Col. 6, lines 26-50) and trigger activation during an ongoing 
communication over the voice channel (“the mixing may occur within a telephone 
conversation”, Abstract, lines 5-6). Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art, to have multiple sound trigger buttons on a handset become programmed to 
each correspond to a specific sound segment within the selected catalog and the trigger 
activation during an ongoing communication over the voice channel. This modification 
provides flexibility to the user in selecting the functionality for the selection buttons and 
also provides additional flexibility in choosing the time of trigger. 

Regarding claim 2, Hollstrom discloses the device of claim 1, further comprising 
a sound encoder (Paragraph [0046], lines 13) configured to receive the sound segment 
from a source external (Paragraph [0036], lines 4-5) to the device. 

Regarding claim 3, Hollstrom discloses the device of claim 2, wherein the sound 
segment comprises a file format comprising one form a group consisting of an MP3 file 
format, a WAVE file format, and an audio video interleave tile format (Paragraph [0035], 
lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 4 , Hollstrom discloses the device of claim 1 , further comprising 
a communications device interface (Figure 1, item 8; paragraph [0031], lines 1-3) for 
coupling with a communication device (Figure 3, item 27, items 30, 31, 29). 
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Claims 5-8 are rejected for the same reason as set forth in claims 1-4 
respectively. 

Claims 9-12 are rejected for the same reason as set forth in claims 1-4 
respectively. 

Regarding claim 17, Hollstrom in view of Hoisko and further in view of Kovales 
teaches all the particulars of the claim 1 . Hollstrom did not teach expressly wherein the 
two or more trigger buttons adapted to be activated in response to a user input. 
However, Hoisko teaches in an analogous art, wherein the two or more trigger buttons 
adapted to be activated in response to a user input (Paragraph [0017]). Therefore, it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have the 
two or more trigger buttons adapted to be activated in response to a user input. 

Neither Hollstrom nor Hoisko teaches two or more triggers adapted to be 
activated in response to a user input during a time period after a call initiating party and 
a call receiving party have begun conversation. However, Kovales teaches in an 
analogous art, two or more triggers adapted to be activated in response to a user input 
during a time period after a call initiating party and a call receiving party have begun 
conversation (“the mixing may occur within a telephone conversation”, Abstract, lines 5- 
6). Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to have the two or 
more triggers adapted to be activated in response to a user input during a time period 
after a call initiating party and a call receiving party has begun conversation. This 
modification provides additional flexibility to the user as to when to activate the trigger. 
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Claims 18 and 19 are rejected for the same reasons as set forth in claim 17. 

Regarding claim 20, Hollstorm in view of Hoisko teaches all the particulars of the 
claim 5. Neither Hollstorm nor Hoisko teaches the method wherein selecting, in 
response to the user input reflecting activation of the sound trigger button during the 
ongoing communication over the established voice channel includes selecting, in 
response to the user input reflecting activation of the sound trigger button during the 
ongoing communication after the voice channel is established. However, Kovales 
teaches in an analogous art, wherein selecting, in response to the user input reflecting 
activation of the sound trigger button during the ongoing communication over the 
established voice channel includes selecting, in response to the user input reflecting 
activation of the sound trigger button during the ongoing communication after the voice 
channel is established (“the mixing may occur within a telephone conversation”, 

Abstract, lines 5-6). Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to use the method wherein selecting, in response to the user input 
reflecting activation of the sound trigger button during the ongoing communication over 
the established voice channel includes selecting, in response to the user input reflecting 
activation of the sound trigger button during the ongoing communication after the voice 
channel is established. This modification provides additional flexibility to the user as to 
when to activate the trigger. 



Conclusion 




Application/Control Number: 10/690,252 
Art Unit: 2617 



Page 1 1 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Muthuswamy G. Manoharan whose telephone number 
is 571-272-5515. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00AM-2:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Eng George can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 








GEORGE ENG 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




